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PURPOSE OF FIELD EDUCATION

Field education is an integral and vital part of the social work curriculum at Springfield College,
which has asingle curricular concentration in advanced generalist practice. Field education
occurs through two academic years of field practica. Advanced standing students engage in one
year of field practicum, the requirements for which are the second year of the field curriculum.

The field practicum sequence serves as the link between knowledge gained in the classroom and
the practice of social work from an advanced generalist perspective. Within the field sequence,
components of the Practice, Human Behavior in the Social Environment, Policy, and Research
sequences of the curriculum are integrated and practiced by social work interns.

The overall purposes of the practicaare: (a) to enhance the student's ability to apply socia work
values, theory, skills, and knowledge to a broad range of systems; (b) to provide opportunities for
students to learn to foster empowerment among vulnerable populations; and () to provide a
setting in which the mission and goals of the curriculum of the School of Social Work may be
actualized.

Students have the opportunity to apply and refine values, knowledge, and skills under the
guidance of experienced social work practitioners who serve as Field Supervisors. Thesefield
practicum experiences are brought back to the classroom where they are further examined within
the context of the knowledge, values, and skills of the social work profession and the advanced
generalist approach to social work practice.

Thefield practicum is an agency-based practice experience where students devel op professiona
socia work competence in the application of advanced generalist concepts that are presented and
discussed throughout the academic curriculum. The practicum provides an opportunity for
studentsto: perform, with supervision, avariety of planned multilevel social work interventions;
to learn to work effectively in different social work settings; and to understand the everyday
operations of community and social service systems.

The practicum requirements are structured within four areas of learning to ensure that students
gain experience in developing afull range of advanced generalist socia work practice skills.
The four areas of learning are: (1) Direct service with individuals and families, required in both
years, (2) Group work, required both years; (3) Community development and organization,
required in the first or foundation year; and (4) Administration and organizationa development,
required in the second or concentration year.

The Springfield College School of Socia Work places students in a variety of agencies
throughout New England and New Y ork State. Students are exposed to a wide range of practice
opportunities with clients of diverse backgrounds in both urban and rural settings. Appropriate
field settings include arange of human service, educational, health, and criminal justice settings
where students work with individuals, families, groups, organizations, and communities.
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