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NEW ENGLAND DIVISION III TRACK & FIELD: 

COAST GUARD’S BLUM WINS THE DECATHLON,
BRIDGEWATER STATE’S SMITH THE HEPTATHLON

SPRINGFIELD, Mass. (May 5, 2006) – Steve Blum of the U.S. Coast Guard Academy and Rachel Smith of Bridgewater State College were big winners in the second day of competition at the New England Division III Track & Field Championships held today at Springfield College’s Blake Field. 

     It is the first time that the New England Division III’s have been held for the men and women on the same field at the same time. The competition will conclude tomorrow (Saturday). 
     Today was the second day of competition, but the first day in which any results were completed. On the men’s side, after 4 events, Williams and MIT are tied for first with 26 points. Tufts is in 3rd with 16 points, Coast Guard in 4th with 12, Worcester State 5th with 11, Bridgewater State and Bates tied for 6th with 10, WPI and Colby tied for 8th with 8, followed by Westfield State (6), Bowdoin and Eastern Connecticut State (5), Springfield (4), Rhode Island College and Connecticut College (3), Colby-Sawyer (2), and Southern Maine (1).

     On the women’s side, after 4 events, Williams is in 1st with 29 points, followed by Bates (24), Springfield (18), Amherst (17), Bridgewater State (14), Bowdoin, MIT, and Tufts (11), Middlebury (6), RIC (4), Connecticut College (3), Colby-Sawyer, Southern Maine, and Trinity (2), and Colby and Westfield State (1).  
     In the decathlon, Blum of Coast Guard finished with 6,266 points to place first. The decathlon consists of the 100 meter dash, long jump, shot put, high jump, and 400 meters on day 1, and the 110 high hurdles, discus, pole vault, javelin, and 1500 meters on day 2. Matt Bradley of WPI finished second with 6,010 points. Behind Bradley were John Miley of Bates (5,857), Derek Engelking of Tufts (5,438), Andrew Tibbetts of Bates (5,384), Henry Gaud of Connecticut College (5,250), Ian O’Leary of Colby-Sawyer (5,049), Jeff Lamirande of Southern Maine (4,952), and Sean Ahern of Colby-Sawyer (3,958).

     In the heptathlon, Smith of Bridgewater State finished first with 4,581 points. The heptathlon consists of the 100 hurdles, high jump, shot put, and 200 meters on day 1, and the long jump, javelin, and 800 meters on day 2. Behind Smith were Kathleen Nugent of Bates with 4,129 points, Izzy Alexander of Bates (3,866), Megan Sears of Tufts (3,769), Chrissy Hrenko of Bridgewater State (3,716), Ali Lozeau of Colby-Sawyer (3,573), Kara McCabe of Colby (3,239), Kayla Robertson of Springfield (3,220), and Ashley Palmer of Springfield (3,088). 
     There were six other events (3 men’s, 3 women’s) completed today, in the hammer, the long jump, and the 10,000 meter runs.

     In the men’s long jump, the top three finishers included Matt Leeds of Worcester State (23-10 ¾), Branden Mirach of Williams (23-10), and Brandon Palmer of Westfield State (23-3 ½). 

     In the women’s jump, the top three included Caroline Doctor of Williams (18-10), Silvienne Krosendijk of Springfield (18-9 ¾), and Kristin Moss of Williams (18-1 ¾). 

     In the men’s 10,000, the top three included Avery Bouchard of Bridgewater State (32:25.54), Brendan Christian of Williams (32:58.14), and Steve Maltas of MIT (33:01.84). 

     In the women’s 10,000, the top three included Mallory Harlin of Williams (37:43.32), Liz Dalton of Amherst (39:19.07), and Betsy Eames of MIT (39:27.32). 

     In the men’s hammer throw, the top finisher was Uzoma Orji of MIT (205-9). He was followed by Jason Foster of Colby (180-1) and Jason Galvin of Tufts (175-9).
     In the women’s hammer throw, the top finisher was Keelin Godsey of Bates (204-2), Louise Duffus of Bowdoin ((172-4) and Kelsey Bishop of Springfield ((165-8).

     Tomorrow (Saturday), on the third and final day of competition, the field events will begin at 10 am, while the running events will begin at 10:30 am.
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