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NOMINATION CRITERIA  

The very nature of the YMCA Hall of Fame (HOF) demands that nominees are subject to a vetting 

process which ensures that inductees exemplify the highest personal and professional accomplishment 

among the ranks of YMCA professionals. The nomination criteria, submission requirements and 

selection process are presented below. A separate Nomination Form is available from the Office of 

YMCA Relations at Springfield College. 

 

Nominees to the YMCA HOF must be retired YMCA professionals, living or deceased. To be 

considered for the YMCA HOF, a nominee must: 

 
Have enjoyed an exemplary career: Nominees should possess an unblemished personal and 
professional record of innovative, inspirational, highly successful leadership. Nominees should 
be of a caliber that they would be immediately recognized by their peers as someone who is 
well known and admired among YMCA leaders. 

Have had recognized influence beyond local work: To influence the YMCA movement, a 
career professional must be involved in national and/or international initiatives that enriched the 
work of the YMCA. 

Be recognized by peers as an outstanding candidate for the HOF: A minimum of ten YMCA 
professionals or volunteers must be willing to attest to a nominee’s life work, character and 
professional impact. 

Have significantly influenced the next generation of YMCA leaders: The development of 
those who will carry on the mission and integrity of the YMCA of the future is a hallmark of 
exemplary leadership. 

 

NOMINATION PROCESS  

Nominations will be accepted from retired or active YMCA professionals. Supporting nominations will 

be accepted from YMCA professionals or laypeople. Supporting nominations should be in the form of a 

letter to the HOF Committee, outlining supporters’ perspectives on nominees based on the nomination 

criteria. 

 

Special circumstances: 

1) There are a significant number of nominations to the Hall of Fame active in 2005-06, when 

the new process is being implemented. These “active nominations” will be returned to the 

nominators, with a request to complete the new form and submit four (rather than nine) 

supporting nominations. 

2) The HOF Committee can choose to nominate and induct a historical figure who would be 

unlikely to have contemporaries to support his or her nomination. To facilitate this process, 

the Committee will annually appoint a subcommittee of YMCA historians to propose 

nominees from among YMCA professionals who have been dead for at least 75 years. 
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