Academic Standard:  Definition of Major, Concentration, Minor, and Electives

Major

A major is a program of study offering both depth and breadth in a particular discipline or field of study.  The requirements and the curriculum for a major are determined by the academic department offering the major with the appropriate approvals of the Springfield College faculty governance and the Office of Academic Affairs. A major must comprise a minimum of 30 sh.  
Concentration

A major may offer concentrations, areas of specialization within the field of study. If offered, the academic department may determine if a concentration is an optional or required component of the major.  Generally, students complete a portion of the core major requirements and then select focused courses to complete the concentration. A concentration must include a minimum of 12 sh of specialized coursework. 

Departments are encouraged to construct major curricula that allow students to complete electives courses of their own choice, a minor, or, if applicable, an educator preparation program.  A minor must be an elective choice—a student cannot be required to complete one as part of the requirements for a major.    

Minor

A minor is a program of study, with less depth than a major.  It may be completed to complement, or as an addition to a major.  A minor has a minimum of 15 sh and a maximum of 18 sh.  The requirements and the curriculum for a minor are determined by the academic department offering the minor with the appropriate approval of the Springfield College faculty governance and the Office of Academic Affairs.  

Educator Preparation Program
An educator preparation program is a course of study, completed in addition to a complementary major, to prepare for licensure.  The requirements for the educator preparation program are determined by Massachusetts Department of Education and the curriculum is determined by the academic department with consultation of the Office of Educator Preparation and Licensure.

There will be a notation on the final transcript that will identify the major and, if appropriate, the minor, concentration, and/or educator preparation program completed by the graduate.

This standard will be effective Fall 2005 and will appear in the Faculty Handbook, Section VI Curriculum Policies and Review Procedures, Curriculum Guidelines.
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